Abstract: During the excavation of the archaeo-
logical site "Fortress Kale - Skopje, is found a ring
from the medieval times. It is dated from the 14th
century. The ring is with a hoop composed of five
four leaf clovers, joined with molding. Also, they are
five crosses with half rounded spokes. Over the hoop,
a slim neck with elongated octagonal head is rising,
and a lion is carved of its upper surface. We think,
that this ring was worn by a warrior, whose assign-
ment was to keep certain territory from the emer-
gence of the Turkish army. The ring represented his
hallmark and belonging to the order of elite warriors
as guardians units of a particular territory.

In the centre of the city of Skopje, you can find the
locality Kale which is 45 meters high. This sand ter-
race in the south end represents the Skopje fortress.
Actually the fortress is represented by the upper city
or acropolis, while at the foot of the fortress in the
south-southeast, where the old Skopje Bazaar is to-
day, there used to be a sub-city that along with the
upper and lower part of the city, from left side of the
river Vardar, represented medieval Skopje.

In the period of the excavation in 2007! in sec-

! The excavation was financed by the museum of the city
of Skopje. The research is led by Professor Dragi Mitrevski,
Ph D from the Faculty of Philosophy- Skopje, archeology
department. In July and August 2007 the above signed per-
son also took part, in the middle of August we found the
ring, but sadly in the process of conservation, the gold plate
was ruined so in the catalogue of archeological research in
2007 and the exhibition in the museum of the City of Skop-
je, the ring wasn’t gold-plated and is an ordinary silver ring.
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tor 26 which is 4 meters deeper than the road, near
the triangular Turkish tower, placed on the area of
a monumental wall from medieval times, cut with
medieval waste pits from the 14™ century, a well pre-
served, quality, silver molded ring with gold plate is
found. On the upper surface of the head there is a lion
engraved. The ring’s inner diameter is 19 mm, height
23 mm, head 10 mm, weight 10,90 gr. The band is
made from five four-leaf clovers joined by molding
that make the circle of the ring. At the same time they
are 5 crosses on the external surface, on every four-
leaf clover from the ring bulges can be seen, plas-
tic made even-sided crosses with half-arched ends.
Over the band there is a thin neck with an octangular
elongated flat head, on its upper surface there is an
engraved line that runs along the external edge, while
in the middle there is a lion as a relief of a quality en-
graving. The lion is presented in motion, his head is
tilted and he is looking back, while his front paw and
tail are raised, the tip of the tail ends in three parts.
The lion is a representation of power and masculinity,
also a lion in motion with his head tilted back sym-
bolizes a guardian. This symbolism originates from
Assyria? (or Meco-ITotout'a, in the Old Testament
Arom maharaim or today Aldzesireh).

Officially the heraldry of drawing animals is be-
lieved to be brought to Europe by the crusaders (1096
— 1270)* Still we have to point out to the argument
that with the arrival of central Asian barbaric tribes to
Europe in late antique and early medieval times, the

> Anekcanmap Markoscku, Ipbosume na Makedo-
Huja, Kymanoeo 1990, 12.

?ibid., 12.



Drawing of the ring

cult of wild animals such as the lion and the wolf was
brought by totems.

In the above mentioned book by A. Matkovski,
there are two Bulgarian seals where a lion is repre-
sented, one is from the 13" and the other from the 14"
century.* For the first time in medieval Bulgaria on
the coins of Ivan Shishman there is a lion monogram
as a personal symbol, dated between 1371 — 1385.°
In general, it is accepted that the Bulgarian dynasties
Asen, Shishman and Tertei have Cuman roots. From
the Tertei dynasty, in Macedonia we have the “broth-
er” of Tzar Dushan, Jovan Dragushin.® His portret is
painted on the icon in the north half of the western
wall of the monastery in Polog (1343 — 1345). On
his face we can see Mongolian features, proving that
the portrait is authentic.” On the other hand in late
mediaeval century Vuk Brankovik ruled in Skopje
from 1371 to 1377 and he made coins with lions
on them, the sign on his coins is BbJIK, BBJIKOBb

* ibid., 44
5 Mopnauka FOpyxoBa - Bradumup Tenues, Boreapcku
cpeonosexosHu monemu, Cogpus, 1990, 172;

¢ [{geran I'po3nanoB, JKusonucom na oxpudckama ap-
xuenuckonuja, Cronje 2007, 142 benewixa 6.

7 This is proof that Cumans were aristocrats in Bulgaria
in late medieval period, they ruled the Bulgarians Slavs
even though they were a minority and assimilated Chris-
tians, they still kept the tradition of their ancestors by us-
ing their names, Aldamir, Beserav, Asen, Belgun and oth-
ers. Cumans are preserved in Macedonia in the name of the
city of Kumanovo or the village Kumanichevo and other.
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The drawing of a lion on the head of the ring

JIMHAPB®. We know that he had a lion seal in 1386
when he retreated to Kosovo. In August 1388 several
monks came to Serbia from Jerusalem seeking help
promised by Serbian rulers, and among others they
called on Vuk Branovich, who like the others, sent
a letter to Dubrovnik with a lion in the middle of the
seal™ The seal is small and if it is small it is most
likely made by a ring.

Studying literature concerning ring-seals with lion
signs, we paid the most attention to our surround-
ings. In 1984 a catalogue of jewelry was issued in the
Belgrade museum!® where two rings were displayed
with an engraved lion on the head or seal-ring with
a lion, made from molted silver in nilelo technique
purchased from an unknown location. In 1990 there
was another catalogue from the same institution in
Belgrade!! In that catalogue there were 22 rings with

8 Sime Ljubic, Opis juznoslovenskih novaca, Zagreb,
1875 tabla 12 i 13.

9 Crojana HosakoBuha, Xepanouuku obuuaju Koo

Cpba y npumenu u KHUINCEEHOCTU, HA NOCE UMAHNAHO U3
eoouwnuye VI/1884, 66.

10 Mapwuja Bjanosuh -Xayu Ilemmwmh, Haxum 8 - 18
sex y mysejy epada Beoepaoa, beoepao 1984. Rings that
caught my attention are numbered in catalogue: 405, T.
X/4, XLV/1, cat. No. 411.T. X/6, XL11/4

' lecanka Munomesuh, Haxum 00 12 0o 15 eex, U3
30upke HapooHoz myseja-bBeocpao, Beocpao. Picture:74,
82, 83, 89, 110, 113, 114, 117, 118 (found in Skopje), 119,
120, 131 (originates in Ohrid), 133 (the author supposes
it’s a lion), 134 (it is supposed that it is a lion), 141, 145
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A four leaf clover with a protruding
version of the Cross

a lion seal, two of which are in Macedonia, one in
Skopje and the other in Ohrid. In 1998 the same mu-
seum issued a special book of rings of Medieval Rul-
ers'? luxury rings which the author believes belonged
to historical individuals from medieval times in Ser-
bia. This means that this type of rings were worn by
medieval nobility and are a reflection of their per-
sonal power and wealth. In the book, seal-rings with
lions are displayed on number 4, mentioned in the
previous book, but in this work they have a new con-
notation. Comparing them to the above mentioned
Bulgarian rings we can see that the Bulgarian rings
are of higher artistic quality, the lion is more robust,
it is a full drawing, clearly and artistically executed,
while the Serbian are styled with lower artistic qual-
ity, thin lines only slightly show that it is a lion. The

(it is supposed that it is a lion), 151, 161, 166, 167, 170,
178. No matter the type of ring they belong, whether they
are with a raised neck, two-layer neck, a ring with tight
elongated neck and ribbed band, a ring with bulging mold-
ed neck or ring with Verkontung chain, the knight rings
are rings from classical trade and six-angled head, what
is common about all these forms is that they have an en-
graved lion on the top of the seal and date to the 14" and
15" century.

12 Bpanka Wsanuh, [Ipcmerse cpncke cpeonogekosie
enacmene, 30upka Hapoowoz myszeja beoecpao, beoepad
1998. Picture: 4 (A lion in motion with shield is shown on
the ring's head), 13, 15, 16.. .

Dimensions of the gilded ring

ring from Kale Skopje is unique as a drawing and so
far only known to the world according the comple-
tion and the technique of casting.

The seal-rings as probably worn by a nobleman
on the middle finger of the right hand, a sign of his
function since it was placed in notable and clear sight.
Jovan Dragash wore his ring on the small finger on
his right hand, but that is not a seal-ring'®>. The five
clovers on the band of the ring with building crosses
found on Kale Skopje, shows deep piety a decoration
from the Macedonian medieval period by the end of
the 14" century. This ring must have been the seal of
a certain individual who had a holy function since at
the time when conquerors came to Macedonia, there-
fore it is no accident that the lion is tilted back. This
ring takes up a place in Macedonia heraldry so in the
future others can discover and interpret the drawings
of the lion on the seal to find the person who owned
this ring, who must have been a knight.

13 1 visited the Polog monastery on 2" of May 2013.
No reproduction can show the ring on his right hand, so I
travelled personally to see it, only there was another type
of medieval ring shown on the portrait.



Cresue TonopoBcku
IIPCTEH - IEYAT O/ KAJIE - CKOIIJE

Pezume

Bo nienTapor Ha rpagor Crorje ce n3mpra MECHOCTa
"Kamne" Brucoka 45 merpa. OBaa mecodHa Tepaca Ha jyxK-
HHOT JIeTI ja TIPETCTaByBa CKOTICKaTa TBpAHA. DakTHuKy
TBp/MHATA TO TIPETCTaBYBa TOPHHOT YTBPICH IPajl WIN
aKpOrIosIaTa, a BO IMOMHOX]ETO Ha TBPIMHATA KOH YT - JyTO-
HCTOK Kajie IIITO JICHECKa € cTapara CKOICKa Yapiiivja,ce
HAOora1o MOIPAJIMETO KOe KOMIUIETHO CO TOPHUOT U JIO-
JIHHOT JIeJT OJ] TPAJIOT,0]1 JIEBATa CTpaHa Ha TEeKOT Ha peKara
Bapnap 1o mpercraByBa cpemHoBexkoBHO Cromje. Bo re-
pHonoT Ha HcKomyBamara Bo 2007 Tom. Bo cekTopot 2 6
Ha Jy1abo4urHa o1 4 M O HUBOTO Ha MaToT, BO O/lM3KHA Ha
TpHAroJiHaTa Typcka Kylia, Koja € TI0CTaBeHa Ha MpocTop
MOHYMEHTaJICH SHJI OJl CPEJieH BeK, TIPECceUeHo Ha MecTa
CO CPEIHOBEKOBHH OTTIAIHH jaMH o7 14 BEK, TIPOHAjICH €
J0OpO COUyBaH, TIOJIHOJICAH TPCTEH 07T cpedpo Co To3Mara.
Ha ropHara rnoBpiimHa oy miaBara Ha IPCTEHOT € M3TPaBH-
pau naB. [IpcTeHoT € co BHaTpertieH aujamerap o 19mm,
BucuHa 33 MM, m1aBa 10Mm, Texuraa 10,90 Tp. O6pador
€ CO3Ia/ieH Off TeT YeTUPHITNCHU JCTEJIMHU CIIOSHH CO
JIERbe, KO TO TIpaBar KPyroT Ha IPCTeHOT. BoenHo Toa ce
TIeT KPCTOBY Ha MOBPIIMHATA O] HAJIBOPEIITHATA CTPaHa, Ha
CeKoja YSTUPIITIICHA JIETEIMHA Off TIPCTEHOT Ce IIejaar vc-
TMTAKHATHHH, TUTACTHYHA M3BE10a HA PAMHOCTPAHH KPCTOBH
co Tomy3ao0eHy kpary. Ham obpador ce m3mpra TeHOK
Bpar cO OCMOAroJiHa M3I0JbKeHa IUTocHaTa 1masa. Ha wej-
3WHATa TOpHA MOBPIIHMHA € BPE)KaHa JIFHHja [ITO TO CIIEIN
HaJIBOPEIITHHOT pad, TofieKa BO CPEIMHATA € BTHCHAT JIaB,
KBJIMTETHO M3TPABHpaH. JIaBoT € BO ABIDKEHE, ja CBPTIII
IaBaTa v Tiesa Ha3aj, a MpeHaTa JeBa Hora U OIaIlioT
Ce MOJMTHATH HArOpe, BPBOT Ha OMAIIOT 3aBPIITyBa CO TPH
Kpar. JIaBoT BO XepaiuKara e OJMIETBOPEHja Ha CHa
Y MKECTBEHOCT, BOEITHO JIaB BO IBIDKEHSE CO CBPTEHA ITTa-
Ba HaHa3aj cUMOOI3HMpa TyBap. OBOj CHMOOIMYECH 3HAK
noara on Acupuja2 (w1 Mecornoramuja, BO CTapyOT 3a-
BeT Arom maharaim wm neHecka Aldzesireh). Xepammm-
Kara Ha TPUKAKyBarbe Ha KWBOTHH, 3BaHNYHO CE TOJIKYBa
neka Bo EBporia e oHeceHa of] cTpaHa Ha KPCTOHOCIIUTE
(1096 — 1270) Cenak MopamMe J1a yKakeMe Ha apryMeHTOT
Jieka CO JI0arameTo Ha TICHTPATHOA3H]aTCKUTE BapBaPCKH
IieMHba Bo EBporia, Bo meprozioT Ha JoIHaTa aHTiKa 1
PaHHOT CpefieH BeK, IO TIaT Ha TOTeMI3aM OWIT IPEHECEH 1
KYJITOT KOH JIUBUTE YKUBOTHH KaKO IIITO € JIABOT U BOJIKOT.
Bo rope murupanara kanra Ha A. MaTkoBCKH, TIPHKaKa-
HH ce /1Ba byrapcku mpcTeHn - medary co MpeTcTaBa Ha
JIaB, €HUOT € o 13. a apyruor ox 14. Bek. 3a mpB mar BO
cpemHoBeKoBHa byrapuja Bo MoreTuTe Ha MBan [ Immmvan
€ TIPHKaKaH MOHOTPaM Ha JIaB, Kako JIMYeH CHMOOT, KOj
ce parupa nomery 1371 — 1385. I'erepao e npudareHo
neka Oyrapckara quHactrja AceH, Lnmvan u Teprej nva-
ar KymaHcku xopern. Op muHactujara Teprej kKaj Hac BO
MakeoHuja Kako pecTaBHIK 0 nMaMe ,,0parot'* Ha Llap
Hymman, Jopan JlparymmH, HacikaH Ha (hpecka BO CeBep-
HaTa TIOJIOBMHA Ha 3allaJHAOT SHJT Off TTONOMIKHOT MaHa-
ctup (1343 — 1345). Bo HEroBHOT JIHMK I7IejaMe MOHTOJICKH
LIPTH, IIITO JOKAXKyBA JIeKa IOPTPETOT, CIIMKAPOT IO Harlpa-
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BT aBreHTHYeH. OJ1 Ipyra cTpaHa Bo JIOLHHUOT CpelieH BEK
Bo Ckorje Brmageen Byk bpankosuk on 1371 - 1377 ron.
Y TOj KOBaJI MOHETH CO JIaB, HATIIMCOT HAa HETOBHUTE Tapy
¢ BJIKOB, BJIKOBIIMIHAP 3nHaeme ieka nmal riedar co
naB, Bo 1386 rox. ce mormnekyBa Ha Kocogo. ,,Bo aBrycr
Mecer 1388 ron.Hexoun kanmyrepu o EpycamimM morie Bo
CpOwja 1Mo TIOMOITI KOja ja BETHJIE CPIICKUTE BIIACTOPIIIIIH,
Mel'y OCTaHaTHTe My ce japuiie 1 Ha Byk bpaHKoBHK, KOj
Kako M OCTAHATWTE, UM HICTIPATHII MIHCMO BO J{yOpOBHHIK
CO MaJI Tieyat, BO CpelrHa co sBep Kako JyiaB" [ledaror e
MaJI, aKo € MaJT BepojarHo Ot o mpereH. Crympajku ja
TMTeparypara 3a MpCcTeHH - TIeYaTH, cO NPEcTaBa Ha Jias,
HajMHOTY OOpHaBME BHUMAHHE Ha HAIIETO OIKPYKYBAarbe.
Bo 1984 rox. m3ime3e Karajior 3a HAKAT HA My3€jOT Ha TPpajt
benrpan kane ce mpuKaXkaHH JiBa MPCTEHH CO TPaBUPaH
JIaB Ha TIIaBaTa WM TIPCTEH - Teuar co JiaB. Paborenn ce
€O Jieerbe na cpedpo BO HUEIO TEXHHKA Of] HETTO3HATH Ha-
orayminTa - oTKyrneH. Bo 1990 rox. ce mojaByBa apyr Ka-
TaJIOr OJ UCTOMMEHAaTa MHCTUTYIM]a Bo benrpan. Bo Toj
KaraJjior ce MPUKKAHN 22 TIPCTEHH CO TIear - JIaB Off KOj
IBa ce on Makenonauja, equrior ox CKorlje a JPyTHOT Of
Oxpuz. Bo 1998 rom. nctroT My3ej n3majie moceOHa KHira
co nipcrern  off "CpemHoBEKOBHUTE BiafeTem . Toa ce
JIyKCy3HH TIPCTEHH, 32 KOj aBTOPOT CMETa Jieka HEKOH Off
HVIB MM TIpHIIarajie Ha UCTOPHUCKA JTMIHOCTH off CpIicKo-
TO CPETHOBEKOBHE. 3HAUM JICKa OBOj THII Ha TIPCTCHU TH
HOCEJIO CPEAHOBEKOBHOTO TIIEMCTBO H C€ 07Ipa3 Ha JINIHO
OorarcTBo M MOK. Bo KHMTaTa, IpCcTeHH - TICYaTH CO JIaB
TIPHKKAHA C€ YETHPH, 00pabOTeHH ce BO TPETXOIHATA
KHMTa, HO Cera BO OBA JIEJI0 MUMaar HOBa KOHOTaTHBHOCT.
CriopenyBajku Ti OyTrapCKUTE TOpe CIIOMEHATH ITPCTEHH CO
cprickute, OyrapcKuTe ce CO TIOBHCOK YMETHUYKY KBaJIH-
TeT, TTielaMe MOTHBOT JIaB € HalpTaH poOycHO, TIONH IIp-
TeX, JaCHO YMETHIYKH U3BEIICH, I0NIEKa CPIICKHUTE CE CTH-
JI3MPAHH CO TIOMAJT YMETHUYUKH KBATUTET, TCHKHTE JITHAN
caMoO HaroBeCTyBaar Jieka ce padboth 3a jiaB. CKOICKHOT
nipcTeH o1 Kare 1Mo IpTesk e yHUKaTeH 1 eIHCTBEH 3acera
TIO3HAT BO CBETOT, U T10 M3BE/I0A 1 TI0 TEXHUKA HA JINCEHE.
IIpcteHoT - Tedar OIaropOmHUKOT TO HOCEN BEpOjaTHO
Ha CPEITHUOT TPCT O] JIeCHATa paka, O/TKA Ha HEeToBara
(hyHKIMja, ¥ Ha T0a MECTO € jaceH 1 3a0eIIeKuTeIeH. JoBaH
[pararm, Ha hpeckara, MpCTeHOT TO HOCH Ha MAJIMOT TIPCT
OJ1 JIeCHaTa paka, aMa Toa He € TPCTeH — TeJar.

Ilerre merenmAM Ha 0OPaYOT O MPCTEHOT CO MCIAK-
HaTH KPCTOBH, YK KyBaaT Ha Jj1a00Ka ITOOKHOCT, Koja €
OITHKA BO BpeMeTo Ha MakKeZIOHCKOTO CPETHOBEKOBHE OJT
Kpajot Ha 14 Bek. OBOj MPCTEH CUTYPHO OFUT TIeYar Ha Ofl-
peneHa JIMIHOCT, KOj MMall cBeTa (yHKIMja, Oniejki oBa
€ BpeMe Kora OCBOjyBadHuTe ce Beke JI0jaeHr Bo Makesio-
HHja, TaKa IITO He € CIy4ajHO J]a JIaBOT € CBPTEH Ha3ajl.
OBoj mpcTeH OTBapa MPOCTOpP BO MAaKeIOHCKaTa Xepat-
JIMKa, BO WIHWHA U JIPYTH Ja ce 3adarar co OTKPHUBAE
Y TOJIKYBaEh€ Ha LPTEKHUTE HA TIEYATHTE CO JIaB 32 Ja Ce
TIPOHAjJIe JIMYHOCTA KOja To MOCeAyBalia, a CHIYPHO OMIT
BUTE3.



